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incapacity of Egyptians to resist pressure. In place
of refusing firmly to sacrifice the mass of consumers,
the Ministers gave way without compunction to
clamour from the producers. Large landowners them-
selves, their sympathies naturally lay with the latter.
Already there had been signs of a struggle between
that feeling of sympathy and a sentiment of duty
towards the nation. Within a few days of the issue
of the decree limiting the planting of cotton in 1915,
the Council had amended the measure in favour of the
producer.1 Now they beat a retreat all along the line.
On the 2oth April 1915 the export of maize and of
beans was authorized, and on the 9th June that of
wheat. If the Ministers had hoped that agricultural
resentment would die away in face of these concessions
they were disappointed. There was little reason why
cultivators should accept the gift as even part payment
of the inconvenience which the interference of the
Government in the business of production was causing.
No profit at that moment was likely to be derived by
selling Egyptian cereals in foreign rather than in the
home markets, where, broadly speaking, the world's
prices still governed local tariffs, and even if the price
of wheat abroad was slightly in favour of the Egyptian
grower, the latter would be unable to sell to advantage
so long as Argentina, Canada, and Australia could
supply the foreign buyer with higher grade produce.
On the other hand, Egypt grows cotton of a quality
and type which no other country can match, and the
market ^ was slowly but steadily recovering from the
stagnation which had overtaken it in the preceding

1 The first decree, dated 22nd September 1914, had limited cotton
planted in 1915 to an area of one million of feddans, individual
agriculturists being forbidden to devote more than one-fourth of
their cultivable land to production of the crop. On the 30th October
a second decree was published, modifying the original measure.
Individual agriculturists were authorized now to plant up to one-
third of their holdings.